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Hello CPOC Members! 

I hope everyone had a fantastic summer and you are ready to get involved with making Orange County great 

again.  

Currently, the focus is on Governor Newsom trying to have voters take back redistricting from the commission that 

was formed in 2008 and giving it back to the state legislature. Does anyone think that would make the process 

fairer?  

Unlike Texas, where Governor Greg Abbott could call a special session to create a new redistricting map, 

Gov. Newsom can’t do the same.  

In 2008, voters approved creating the California Citizens Redistricting Commission (CCRC) to make the  

process fairer. Using the most recent Census report, every 10 years, CCRC creates a new district map that 

supposedly makes the population more evenly represented in the 

U.S. House and state legislature. In 2024, Republicans were about 

40 percent of the vote, but we only have 17 percent of the representa-

tives in Congress. It’s because of gerrymandering where districts are 

formed to help ensure one party wins. In all fairness, all states do this, 

but Democrats have excelled at making it a corrupt process—even in 

states like ours with a “commission.” 

Unlike Texas, where Governor Abbott can call a special legislature to 

redraw the Lone Star state’s map, Governor Newsom has to first dis-

band the commission. To do this, the people of our state have to vote 

to disband the commission AND the legislature must also vote to do the same. This vote is scheduled or Novem-

ber 4. The latest polls show that Californians want to keep the commission and not return it to the legislature. 

Among the many changes that would reduce California’s nine Republican representatives to four are two that   

affect Orange County. These are PROPOSED changes: 

• CD-45, which Democratic Rep. Derek Tran won last year in the most expensive race in the country,  
would go from lean Democratic to safe Democratic. 

• CD-47, an Orange County district represented by Democratic Rep. Dave Min, would move from lean                   
Democratic to safe Democratic. 

 

Redistricting is just one issue CPOC is focused on. We need election integrity and hope that Congress will 

pass some bills so that blue states like California can’t get away with all their shenanigans. We have zero 

trust in the Orange County Registrar of Voters. 

I look forward to seeing everyone on September 18. Great speakers, great food and camaraderie with            

like-minded men and women. 

Susan 
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After the Census Bureau released detailed population and demographic data from the 2020 census, states and local 
governments began process of drawing new voting district boundaries known as redistricting.  Federal law does not 
prevent states from redistricting at any time between censuses, up to and including redistricting prior to each congres-
sional election, provided such redistricting conforms to various federal laws.  However, "mid-decade" redistricting            
proposals have typically been highly controversial. Because of this, many states prohibit mid-decade redistricting,        
although this is more prevalent for state legislative redistricting than for congressional redistricting.   

 

The latest redistricting cycle was the first since the Supreme Court’s 2019 ruling that gerrymandering for party          
advantage cannot be challenged in federal court. Here are some things to know about partisan gerrymandering. 

 

1. Gerrymandering is deeply undemocratic. 

Sometimes the redistricting process is used to draw maps that put a thumb on the scale to manufacture election          
outcomes that are detached from the preferences of voters. Rather than voters choosing their representatives,                 
gerrymandering empowers politicians to choose their voters.  

 

2. There are multiple ways to gerrymander. 

While legislative and congressional district shapes may look wildly different from state to state, most attempts to gerry-
mander can best be understood through the lens of two basic techniques: cracking and packing. 

 

Cracking splits groups of people with similar characteristics, such as voters of the same party affiliation, across multiple 
districts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Packing is the opposite of cracking: map drawers cram certain groups of voters into as few districts as possible. In these 

few districts, the “packed” groups are likely to elect their preferred candidates, but the groups’ voting strength is weak-

ened everywhere else. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some or all of these techniques may be deployed by map drawers in order to build a partisan advantage into the 
boundaries of districts. 

GERRYMANDERING 

By Jim Stivers, Americanism 
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  PAULY ’S PERSPECTIVE 
            By Deborah Pauly, Esq., Parliamentarian and Immediate Past President 

Defending Elementary School Children Against  
Radical LGBTQ+ Propaganda Takes Tenacity 

The Lex Rex Institute has successfully defended against an appeal brought by The Pali Institute 

(“Pali”), which had been denied its Special Motion to Strike (anti-SLAPP) in Orange County Superior 

Court. The appellate court released its ruling last week. 
 

Pali is one of two defendants in a complaint brought by The Lex Rex Institute 

on behalf of two minor children who were subjected to controversial, over-

bearing, and harmful LGBTQ+ concepts at a week-long, outdoor education 

science camp, without the prior knowledge or consent of their parents.  
 

The two mothers of these little girls appeared before members of CPOC at the October 2023 meet-

ing to enlighten us on how the hidden agenda is thrust upon innocent children causing great trauma 

and confusion. The Lex Rex Institute has been fighting this legal battle ever since. 
 

The little girls were only 10 and 11-years-old. The parents had reviewed all the materials before     

consenting to send their children to the school-sponsored sleepover camp. There was no mention 

that gender fluidity instruction would be presented. The other defendant is Los Alamitos Unified 

School District (LAUSD), which contracted with Pali, sight unseen.  
 

The two mothers did not know one another, nor had their daughters attended camp during the same 

week. They met when both attended a LAUSD board meeting to complain to the trustees about what 

had occurred at that camp. LAUSD continued to send children to Pali even after these concerns 

were brought to their attention. 
 

Pali brought the Anti-SLAPP motion, claiming that its employees had a constitutionally protected free 

speech right to discuss preferred pronouns, transgender identification and sexual 

identity with these tender-aged children whether or not their parents consented. 
 

We strongly disagree. 
 

“This ruling is a victory for our clients,” said attorney Alexander H. Haberbush, 

president of The Lex Rex Institute and a member of CPOC. “The court recognized 

that these children were subjected to extreme and outrageous conduct and is         

allowing the case to move forward.               Continued on next page 
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“However, the appellate court also wrongly stripped from the complaint any mention of the radical 

LGBTQ propaganda Pali pushed on students without parental notification or consent. This is a         

substantial part of the wrongdoing at issue. It is regrettable that the Court feels this contentious            

ideological matter is so deeply embedded in California law as to prevent them from reaching a jury. 

We intend to fight this aspect of the ruling using every means lawfully available,” said Haberbush.  
 

Unfortunately, the appellate court did not have the benefit of Mahmoud, decided by the U.S.           

Supreme Court after the our argument was already submitted and was being considered by the 

court. The appellate court’s ruling does not comport with constitutional law as articulated in 

Mahmoud. 
 

Mahmoud v. Taylor, decided June 27, 2025, on a 6-3 decision before the Supreme Court of the  

United States holds, in part, that a “school board’s introduction of LGBTQ+-inclusive storybooks, 

along with its decision to withhold opt outs, placed an unconstitutional burden on the parents’ rights 

to the free exercise of their religion.” The Court has “long recognized the rights of parents to direct 

‘the religious upbringing’ of their children.” 

 

Mahmoud underscores the central issue of this case: parents have the right to notice before                   

controversial LGBTQ content is presented to their elementary-aged children. Parents have a                     

constitutionally protected right to direct the upbringing of their children. 

__________ 

Deborah Pauly is a staff attorney with The Lex Rex Institute. She is a founding board member of CPOC, pres-

ident emeritus and current Parliamentarian. 
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MEET YOUR CPOC 2025 DIRECTORS 

Conservative Patriots of Orange County Mission Statement: 
   "The Conservative Patriots of Orange County sponsor educational programs and activities to support conservative 
 principles and candidates in all elections. We believe that the Constitution of the United States guarantees the               
 inherent rights of "we the people" by limiting the power of government. 

Executive Board:  

President Susan Stivers 

1st Vice President Stephanie Townsend 

2nd Vice President Martha Ming 

Recording Secretary Kat Kronebusch  

Treasurer Karen Hinton 

Finance Director Carol Bowen 

Parliamentarian Deborah Pauly 

Membership Director Michele Markel 

Membership Comm. Director Mary Silzel 

Reservations Director Peggy Baranyay 

Corresponding Secretary Renea Helmer 

Chaplain Open 

Public Relations Director Open 

The Conservative Chronicle 

Editor-in-Chief 

Distribution 

 

Robin Itzler 

Michele Markel 

Social Media Officer Lisa Frank 

Americanism Officer Jim Stivers 

Election Integrity Officer Open 

Education Officer Linda Cone 

15th MEU Liaison Donna Baranyay 

Board of Directors and Appointed Officers: 

Disclaimer:   

Views and content expressed in The Conservative Chronicle do not neces-

sarily reflect those of the Conservative Patriots of Orange County.  
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For our December FANTASY OF TREES event to be successful, we will need everyone 
to help …  

Can you volunteer for ANYTHING?  

• Decorate a tree 

• Sponsor a tree 

 

OR CAN YOU DONATE: 

• Sports tickets 

• Food gift basket 

• Golf gift basket 

• Christmas gift basket 

• Weekend getaway 

• Christmas décor  

• Dinner gift card 

• Child’s gift basket 

• Trump gift basket 

• Kitchen gift basket 

• Art work 

• Electronics 

• Wine gift basket 

• Ladies’ gift basket 

• Patriotic gift basket 

• Designer purse(s) 

• Massage 

• Other 

 

Contact Carol Bowen at:  

c.bowen@earthlink.net or 714-851-7487 
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CPOC is an autonomous non-partisan, 501(c)4 political        
not-for-profit with membership open to a 
broad spectrum of political affiliations. We 
support limited government, local control, 
sound fiscal management, the free market 
and holding elected officials accountable. 

CPOC adheres to the values and principles of 
our nation’s founding as contained in the  
Constitution of the United States of America.  

 

Click here to visit CPOC! 

https://conservativepatriotsofoc.org/
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