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   A Message from Our President Deborah Pauly, J.D.  
 

PAULY ’S PERSPECTIVE 

CPOC’s mission is to connect and serve the liberty-minded, patriot community in 

Orange County. We network with many other activist organizations and work 

with them for the cause of affecting good government. What is good government? To our way of 

thinking, it is one that is responsive to the legal citizens, puts America First and does not offend the 

freedoms given to the people nor the constraints placed upon government’s authority to act as          

delineated in the U.S. Constitution.  

 

Good government is limited in power and the scope of its authority. It is locally controlled and not 

dictated to us from on high. It exercises sound fiscal management and honors the free market              

economy without undue interference.  

 

That should be a pretty simple matter, but instead, it’s a battle.  

 

It’s a never-ending battle because power tends to corrupt and absolute power corrupts abso-

lutely. That was an observation by renowned 19th century philosopher Lord John Emerich Edward 

Dalberg-Acton that a person’s sense of morality lessens as his or her power increases.  

 

It doesn’t help when those placed in positions of power arrive there with significant pre-existing            

deficiencies in morality and ethics. Nowhere is that truth more fully demonstrated for us than before 

the Orange County Board of Supervisors (OC BoS).  

 

One of CPOC’s five core tenets is that we hold elected officials accountable. At the OC BoS, this 

is a never-ending battle and one that is rarely satisfying. Yet, we are called to persevere, to maintain 

that purpose in spite of difficulty, obstacles or discouragement. A team of CPOC members and     

associated activists have steadfastly monitored OC BoS agendas and attended twice monthly                 

meetings to hold them and county staff accountable for myriad offenses against the best interests of 

the people. 

 

Month after month, citizens have been calling on the OC BoS to look into concerns about the integri-

ty of elections in our county. The Board finally placed on the agenda an item to “receive a status 

update from the Registrar of Voters on the next election cycle and County compliance with            

election laws.” It was really just an orchestrated dog and pony show that included a “there isn’t                

anything to see here” slide presentation.  

Continued on next page ... 

CPOC Act iv is ts  Are  on F IRE!  
Many Leaders  Emerge,  Connect  & Develop  
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Over 70 Orange County patriots showed up for that April 25 meeting and 35 

submitted speaker’s cards. The board reduced public comment speaker's 

times from 3 minutes to only 1 1/2 minutes per person. The citizens were not 

worthy of 105 minutes (35 speakers X 3 minutes). Yet, we sat and listened to 

them bloviate for over 110 minutes on this agenda item. 

 

The board completely failed to address multiple requests that the ROV 

provide notice and hold a new public hearing under the Voter’s Choice Act 

and submit a new plan to the state amending how we will hold elections in  

Orange County. That must happen 120 days prior to the next election. The next election is the                

presidential primary slated for March 5, 2024. Instead, they intend to press forward and not hold a 

hearing until 2025. Of course, that will be too late to salvage a broken system that’s designed to   

permit multiple points of entry for fraudulent votes. 

 

Here’s the real kicker: Those 70-plus patriots — legal citizens — waited patiently as the OC BoS 
unanimously voted to establish an Office of Immigrant and Refugee Affairs, to serve the interests of 
non-citizens, with a financial impact “to be determined,” according to the staff report. There were 53 
speakers for that item. These speakers were given the full 3-minutes per person. You can read all 
about Item #42 by clicking here. 

You may view the video here. Just scroll down the agenda to your left and click on Item 42. The             

video automatically skips to that point in the meeting. 

 

Item #42 went into the lunch break and lasted about an hour and a half. Those who wanted to                

address election integrity were required to leave, find lunch and reenter the palatial new Hall of                   

Administration digs. We are subjected to invasive 

searches of ourselves and our belongings. Sheriffs 

deputies were going through nearly every item in 

ladies’ purses, including opening wallets, lipstick 

cases, glass cases and every zipper compartment. 

Every time you leave to go to one of three the gen-

der neutral bathrooms down the hall, you have to 

re-enter through security. This is what must be                  

endured just so we can redress our grievances to 

elected officials.  

 

Many citizen leaders have emerged and one of the 

greatest among them is CPOC member Katie 

Harkins, who has coordinated volunteers,                   

monitored board agendas, provided talking points 

to inexperienced board attendees and faithfully 

spoken truth to power during public comments at 

nearly every meeting. As Tucker Carlson said upon 

being fired from FOX news, when someone speaks the truth, they become powerful. This is a               

powerful woman — a powerful woman with a servant’s heart.  

 

We are blessed to have many powerful truth-speakers emerging as leaders from within our member-

ship. We support and lift up each other in that endeavor.  

 

Continued on next page ... 

CPOC Member Katie Harkins has become a rock star   

activist organizing speakers and talking points to hold the   

Orange County Board of Supervisors accountable.  

http://cams.ocgov.com/Web_Publisher/mainlist.asp?docid=00000042&docname=Agenda04_25_2023.htm&meetdate=04_25_2023&pagendatypeid=1&pisagenda=1
https://ocgov.granicus.com/player/clip/4858?view_id=8&redirect=true&h=695168e4a4dbe5b1e9266521a3974732
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Deep Dive into Election Integrity 

Our May meeting will be all about truth and facts that have been discovered through hours of pains-

taking research and public records requests that has taken place over several years. This meeting 

will be HOT! Anyone who cares about Orange County…anyone who cares about our country… 

needs to attend and hear this information first hand. 

 

There are two other important upcoming events where we need your participation. 

 

Field Trip to OC Board of Education 

CPOC will be taking its first “field trip” to attend a meeting of the Orange County Board of Education, 

(OCBoE) after Trustee Dr. Ken Williams’ excellent presentation at the March CPOC General             

Membership Session.  

 

CPOC’s Education Officer Linda Cone will be leading this little expedition on Wednesday, May 3. 

She suggests we arrive at 4:45 p.m. to enter the Board Room of Orange County Department of            

Education, 200 Kalmus, Costa Mesa, 92626. 

 

The main purpose will be to show support for our conservative majority and the actions they have 

been taking, including the video produced by Dr. Williams and distributed in last month’s PAULY’S 

PERSPECTIVE. (You can access archives here. A live link to the video is contained in that 

PAULY’S PERSPECTIVE.)  

 

At CPOC’s April meeting, 30 people signed up to participate. Ms. Cone has been in touch to coordi-

nate with them. However, if you’d like to be added to the planning emails, write to her at 

lsjchurch@aol.com.I am so thankful for her leadership and sharing years of experience with new 

and emerging leaders. 

 

Projecting patriotism into May Parade 

We need you to join CPOC in the City of Orange May 

Parade on Saturday, May 6. It’s a super fun way to 

start your day and it’s so important that we project a 

positive patriotic element into that parade. We had a 

great time last year. It’s a short, easy route to walk. 

This year Pennington Auto is providing a classic Blue 

Mustang convertible. Everyone should wear red, white 

and blue. I have a supply of 5 large American flags on lightweight poles thanks to CPOC member 

Betty Robinson, but we may need you to bring your own American Flag. Don’t bring any tiny flags!  

Go Big! Go Bold! …or at least go medium. We muster at around 9 a.m. (Photo from 2022 parade.) 

 

We need two individuals to carry the CPOC banner. It would be great to have teenagers lead us. 

Anyone have children or grandchildren that you could recruit and maybe promise them burgers and 

milkshakes after the parade? Make it a family activity!  

 

We need you. CPOC has already paid the entry fee                                                                             

and we do not have enough people signed up.  

 

CPOC’s Public Relations Director Laura Thomas is coordinating this effort.  Contact her at 

laurathomasrealestate@hotmail.com for details. You will have a blast with your fellow patriots. 

We need to make a good showing. Thanks to you, patriotism is not dead in Orange County. 

https://conservativepatriotsofoc.org/index.php/2023/04/18/presidents-message-april-2023/
mailto:lsjchurch@aol.com
mailto:laurathomasrealestate@hotmail.com
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In 2022, CPOC made a great showing at the Orange May Parade with 20 participants              
marching. If you can’t join us in the parade, consider watching along the parade route. 

Click here to learn more about the parade and see the parade route. 

https://www.orangechamber.com/orange-may-parade/
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Decoration Day originated in 1865 during the American Civil War when citizens placed flowers on the 

graves honoring those who had died in both the Union and Confederate armed forces. Then in 1868 John 

A. Logan, a member of an organization of Union veterans,                

promoted a national holiday on May 30 “for the purpose of 

strewing with flowers or otherwise decorating graves of                  

comrades who died in defense of their country.” 

The name Memorial Day which became more common than 

Decoration Day after World War II but was not declared the  

official name by federal law until 1967.  Then in 1968 Congress 

passed the Uniform Monday Holiday Act which moved Memorial 

Day from its traditional May 30 date to the last Monday in May. That law did not take effect at the federal 

level until 1971. After some initial confusion and unwillingness to comply, all states finally adopted Con-

gress’s change of date a year later. 

Memorial Day is observed with laying a wreath at the Tomb of the           

Unknown Soldier in Arlington National Cemetery and by flags and flowers 

being placed on the graves of veterans in local cemeteries. There are              

religious services, parades and speeches devoted to honoring veterans 

who lost their lives in battle.  

In 2000, Congress passed the National Moment of Remembrance Act                   

asking people to stop at 3 p.m. to remember the veterans who died for our 

country. 

On Memorial Day, the US flag is raised briskly to the top of the staff and 

then solemnly lowered to the half-staff position where it remains only            

until noon. It is then raised to full-staff for the rest of the day.  

Now that Memorial 

Day is listed on every calendar as the last Monday 

of the month of May and since it is now a legal             

holiday, we can thank the 1968 Congress for             

allowing us to enjoy a three day weekend. May 

your observance of Memorial Day this year honor 

as well as solemnly remember the thousands of 

men and women who have died in one battle or 

another in the name of The United States of                  

America.  

by Betts Rivét, Americanism  

https://www.britannica.com/event/American-Civil-War
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Anatomy of an Election Type:   

Precinct versus Voter’s Choice Act 

By Pearl Boelter, CPOC Member                                                                                             
Working with Election Integrity Committee 

Utilizing a combination of Registrar of Voters Public Records Request and data located on the 
ocvote.com website, the following is a comparison of election related data. The general midterm 
elections of 2018 and 2022 were selected to avoid COVID-19 influence and the first VCA election 
in 2020. 

 

 

 

*non-district cities 

Cities paid from 40-55% more with VCA 

Year Registered 

Voters 

Precinct or Vote Cen-
ter Ballots Cast 

Early 
Ballots 
Cast 

Vote by Mail 
Ballots 

Voter 
Turnout 

Total Cost 

2018 1,568,988 393,423 (26.8%) 

Includes early ballots 

23,550 
(in-
person) 

689,756 70.9% 10,120,385.67 

2022 1,817,149 164,065 (9%) Not 
tracked 

830,162 
(includes 
Dropbox bal-
lots of 

54.7% 13,359,138.58 

(25% increase) 

Year Brea* Huntington Irvine* Laguna Niguel* 

2018 – Election Costs 30,743.35 125,322.90 133,693.19 42,985.73 

2022 – Election Costs 50,651.72 303,655.86 261,037.67 77,208.75 

Arguments to Bring Back Precinct Elections 

 Purpose of VCA was to increase voter turnout. 

   - 2018 Precinct voter turn-out was 16% higher than 2022 VCA election 

 Integrity of elections has been compromised with VCA 

   - 60% of the Dropboxes are unmonitored. 

   - Use of data transmission over wireless broadband network 

 Increase in cost of elections. 

   - Overall costs increased by 25%; individual city costs increased by 40-50% 

 Reduction in number of in-person voting options (potential reason for reduction in voter    
tttturnout) 

   - 984 in-person voting options with Precinct voting, 181 with VCA (81% reduction) 

 Delay in receiving results with VCA 

Continues on next page ... 
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In-person voting VBM  Voter Turnout  Type 

2022 9%  45.7%  54.7%   General Midterm 

2020 14.7%* 72.6%* 87.3%*  General Presidential   

2018 26.7%  44.2%  70.9%   General Midterm 

2016 35.4%  45.3%  80.7%   General Presidential  

2014 17.7%  27.2%  44.9%   General Midterm 

2012 33.1%  34.2%  67.3%   General Presidential 

2010 26.6%  28.7%  55.3%   General Midterm 

2008 40.2%  32.4%  72.6%   General Presidential 

 

Average Precinct Voting 2008 to 2018 

 

In-person voting VBM  Voter Turnout 

30%   35.3%  65.3% 

 

Average VCA Voting 2020 to 2022 

In-person voting VBM  Voter Turnout 

 11.85%* 59.1*  71%*  

 

*Averages include 2020 election year which was an anomaly due to COVID-19 stay-at-home 
orders which put more people at home with limited activities which increased overall voting  
and especially voting by mail. 

 

 

COUNTER ARGUMENTS TO WHY PRECINCT VOTING CAN’T RETURN 

Some polling locations don’t have wireless broadband. 

 I researched Hart InterCivic Verity Vote and they have modules and equipment that 
don’t need broadband. 

 

We can’t get enough volunteers to staff the precincts. 

 I saw this argument as one reason the ROV wanted to use vote centers and dropboxes.  
They have always been able to obtain volunteers in past years. 

 

We don’t have enough time before the 2024 primary election. 

SB 450 and current election code allows a ROV to amend the election administration 
plan 120 days before an election.   
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By Pearl Boelter, CPOC Member                                                                                             
Working with Election Integrity Committee 
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The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
Whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the strength of my life. 
Of whom shall I be afraid? 
Wait on the Lord, be of good courage, 
and HE will strengthen your heart. 
Wait, I say , on the Lord. 
 Psalm 27:1, 14 
 

- Faith Canedo, Chaplain 
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MEET YOUR CPOC 2022 DIRECTORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conservative Patriots of Orange County Mission Statement: 
   "The Conservative Patriots of Orange County sponsor educational programs and activities to support conservative 
 principles and candidates in all elections. We believe that the Constitution of the United States guarantees the               
 inherent rights of "we the people" by limiting the power of government. 

Executive Committee:  

President Deborah Pauly 

Vice President Martha Ming 

Treasurer Karen Hinton 

Recording Secretary Lisa Frank 

Finance Director Carol Bowen 

Membership Director Michele Markel 

Membership Comm. Director Mary Silzel 

Reservations Director Peggy Baranyay 

Corresponding Secretary Renea Helmer 

Chaplain Faith Canedo 

The Conservative Chronicle 

Editor-in-Chief 

Distribution 

 

Robin Itzler 

Michele Markel 

Public Relations Laura Thomas 

Social Media Open 

Americanism Betts Rivet 

15th MEU Liaison Donna Baranyay 

Election Integrity                 
Committee 

Cheryl Fink 

Susan Stivers 

Education Committee Linda Cone 

Bob Walters  

Parliamentarian  Open 

Board of Directors and Appointed Officers: 

“We’re churning out a generation of poorly educated people 

with no skill, no ambition, no guidance, and no realistic                 

expectations of what it means to go to work.” 

—Mike Rowe  

“There are two great days 

in a person’s life—the day 

we are born and the day 

we discover why.” 

— William Barclay  



16                                                              The Conservative Chronicle                        May 2023 

w w w . C o n s e r v a t i v e P a t r i o t s o f O C . c o m  

CPOC is an autonomous non-partisan, 527 political        
not-for-profit with membership open to a 
broad spectrum of political affiliations. We 
support limited government, local control, 
sound fiscal management, the free market 
and holding elected officials accountable. 

CPOC adheres to the values and principles of 
our nation’s founding as contained in the  
Constitution of the United States of America.  

 

by Michele Markel 

Membership Chair  

 

Hello to All CPOC Members, 

Wow! CPOC just hosted our April meeting on taking back the OCGOP and it was really great! More 

than 100 Orange County patriots met with others from their same assembly district to plan and strate-

gize how to get our conservative candidates elected to the Republican Party Central Committee for 

Orange County. So many great ideas along with the enthusiasm and commitment to make it hap-

pen. I think we could all feel the excitement in the air...it was electric! 

Please be sure and invite your family, friends, and neighbors to our meetings and to join CPOC. They 

can join in person at our monthly meetings, online at conservativepatriotsofoc.org or by filling out the 

application in this newsletter and mailing it to the address at the bottom of the application. CPOC 

continues to rapidly grow our influence throughout the county. Your family and friends will want to be 

on the winning team. 

My best wishes to all our wonderful CPOC moms – Happy Mother's Day! God bless you for all you 

do for not only for your own children but America's children by working to preserve this great country 

as their inheritance. 

Blessings, 

Michele Markel 

 

 

http://conservativepatriotsofoc.org/
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Conservative Patriots of Orange County 

                2023  MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
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Dear Editor: 
 

In regards to improving how we vote in Orange County and elsewhere in 

California, Republicans are never going to win elections again unless we 

go back to the way we voted a couple of years ago. Before then, we had a 

Primary and then a General Election. They may still call it that, but it's 

NOT! Now, we have two General Elections. 
 

Why? Because we voted recently to have "an OPEN Primary". Therefore, 

anyone could cross party lines. The Democrats would all vote for the 

weakest Republican by crossing over to our side. Then, in the General Election, they would vote for the Demo-

crat they wanted.  By crossing over at the Primary, they didn't have to stay with their own party. So therefore, 

it can be considered TWO General Elections. 
 

That crazy scheme of "OPEN" Primary is just another way that the Democrats double crossed us. It's time to 

insist that 'open' primary is against the law, and return to the sane way to elect candidates. 
 

As I understand it, they want to change elections this way all across the country. Woe be to us. For sure we'll 

never win again. 
 

It's just as bad as the crazy way they changed Alaska with the "top four" regardless of partisan affiliation in the 

election. Sarah Palin was aced out of the election. 
 

Let's return to fair and honest elections. We need to disqualify 'open primary' and get it back on the ballot the 

way it's been done for years. 
 

Dorothy Sheldon 
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To date, no MAGA candidate has announced an intention to 

challenge Republican Establishment candidate Michelle Steel 

in California’s 45th Congressional District. There’s still time, 

but name recognition is important in a primary, especially 

when running against an incumbent who has already been endorsed by the lackluster Orange 

County GOP. 

Over on the Democrat side, it’s a different story. There are currently three progressives who have 

tossed their hammer and sickle into race. They are: 

• Cheyenne Hunt: University of California—Irvine Law School alumna  

• Kim Nguyen: Garden Grove City Council member 

• Aditya Pai: Brea lawyer 
 

There might be more candidates announcing, but for now the primary entertainment will come 

from progressives trying to out-progressive each other. 

Steel represents a district that is 38% Democrat, 32% Republican and 25% No Party Preference. 

Obviously, she cannot win reelection unless she gets every Republican AND NPP vote (as many 

NPPers are fed-up Republicans). She needs to forcefully show her “America First Patriot”       

credentials. If Steel plays both sides of the street, she will find herself out on the street after the 

2024 election. 

In “Democrats to Focus on State in Their Bid to Retake 
House” (April 18; Los Angeles Times) Seema Mehta writes: 

Democrats consider California pivotal to the party’s efforts to 
regain control of the U.S. House of Representatives in 2024, with 

a super PAC tied to former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi pledging last week to spend $35            
million on competitive congressional races in the state. 

That’s roughly triple what the group spent in the 2022 midterm campaigns in the Golden 
State, when Democrats underperformed in heavily blue strongholds such as California 
while fending off an expected Republican red wave in congressional races across the nation. 

“Democrats can’t retake the House without winning seats back in California,” said David        
Wasserman, a congressional forecaster for the nonpartisan Cook Political Report. 

CPOC-ers wonder why the OCGOP has endorsed loser Steve Baugh to run against Katie Porter in 

the 47
th
 Congressional District. Perhaps the establishment OCGOP hopes that three times is a 

charm. (OCGOP has already endorsed Reps. Young Kim and Michelle Steel.) It appears the        

OCGOP wants to stop America First Patriots from running in the 47
th
 Republican primary. How            

foolish! This would be an outstanding opportunity for an America First candidates to bring fresh             

ideas to the conversation and possibly win the election.  

Note: We might have some exciting news on a great candidate. We’re talking to him. Stand by! 

https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2022-11-21/california-role-2022-midterm-elections
https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2022-11-08/midterm-national-results-congress-governors
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Robin Itzler posted two American Thinker columns in April. 

 In “A Typical Day in the Life of a California Family” the parody  

 leans very close to reality in sharing what life is like in today’s Marxist-leaning California.  

  

 In “A Former Trump Attorney Preaches One Thing but Practiced Another” the former Trump attorney 

 Jenna Ellis is called out for telling others to show backbone when she didn’t. 

 

Here are links to some articles that                           

Conservative Patriots might want to read. 

Awakening a Sleeping Giant 
Our 45th President Donald J. Trump 

By Katherine Daigle 

"Awakening a Sleeping Giant", meaning that they are powerful, but 

they have not YET shown the full extent of their power - The “sleeping 

giant” refers to the United States of America. America's active involve-

ment in World War III – today’s information war and our 45th President 

Donald J. Trump.  

Click here to read the article. 

Are you prepared and ready? 

CPOC recommends reading the current Threat Assessment shared 
by a highly credible, counter-terrorism expert John Guandolo. 

Summertime is right around the corner. Anti-American organizations like to start riots at the 
beginning of summer, usually around Memorial Day. That could mean the extended weekend 
beginning Friday, May 26 through Monday, May 29, 2023. Many indicators and collected intel 
are pointing to unrest this year. Take a few minutes to read this article compiled by several 
trusted professionals in the field. 

Click here to read “Preparing for the Coming Violence.” 

https://www.americanthinker.com/blog/2023/04/a_typical_day_in_the_life_of_a_california_family.html
https://www.americanthinker.com/blog/2023/04/a_former_trump_attorney_preaches_one_thing_but_practiced_another.html
https://substack.com/profile/26942850-katherine-daigle
https://katherinedaigle.substack.com/p/awakening-a-sleeping-giant
https://understandingthethreat.com/preparing-for-the-coming-violence/
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Part 7 

CFRW Still Appears to Have TWO Presidents! 
On the left, President Mary Ervin promotes a Speaker Series event with author Paul Carter. 

           On the right, President Janet Price Speaker Series event  with columnist Susan Shelley.    
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Click here to visit CPOC! 

https://conservativepatriotsofoc.org/
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Santa Ana Elks Lodge  

1751 South Elk Lane—Santa Ana  

Doors open at 5:30 PM 


